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© Narrative of 'the proceeditigs of 
I . his Excellency the Lord General FarRtax s 


In the reduving of tht revolting Troops. 


= ET OneGenerall zeconnt bach beene given 
WED from Burferd;ot the great mercy of God 
ASS! vouchſafed 'this Nztion 11 delivering 
Wael into our hands , 'moſt part of the Mu» 
tiniers that lately Tevolted from their 
obedience; a niore particular account 
{hall now be given, 'of the defgnes in- 
tendments, and wayes they were invol- 
ved in , which did ſo greatly indanger the Deſtraftion of - 
this Nation, and of the ſequel! and preſent iflue thereof ; 
to the end that all perſons, who indeed, and in truth, and 
notin word onely,beareregard to the welfare of this Land, 
may themſelves receive fatisfaRtion, and have where- 


| with co convince others thatmay have beene ſeduced or 


miſled, 
The grounds and manner of the proceeding of theſe 
men that have ſo much pretended for the Liverty of the 


People, have beene as followeth. There was a Paper tiled 


Þ The agreement of the People, framed by certaine feleft per- 


 ſons,and debated at a Genera?! Councell of Officers of the 


Army, to be tendred to che Parliament, and to be by them 


| commended over to the People of the Nation. Ir being 
| hoped that ſuch an expedienc ifaſſented unto, ar leaſt by the 
| honeſt part of the People that had appeared for th's com- 
4 mon Cauſe to which G 3d hathſo witneſſed, Ir would have 


tended mach to ſettlement, and rhe compoſing of our, diffc- 
rences, at leaſt have fixed honeſt men to ſuch grounds of 
certainty as might have kept them firme and jrtire' in oppo - 
ling the common enemy, and ſtand united to publique In- 


tereſt, A 2? 2 


(2) 1 
The Generall Counſellof the Army, and the other forts | 
' of men, going then under the name of Levellers ( who by Þ 
their late aRings bave made good the ſame, which wethen F 
jadged but an imputation ) ha$(as now it appeares ) diffes | 
revt ends and aymes,both inthe matterand manner of their 
proceedings ; That which was intended by thoſe men was 
to have ſomewhat tendered as a Teſt,and Coercion upon | 
the Peoplegand all ſorts of men and authorities in the Landi F 
That which theſe, to wir, the Counſel} of the Army aymed 
at, was to make an humble repreſentation of ſuch things as 
were then likely to give ſatistaRion, and unite, and might Þ 
be remitted to mens judgements to be owned or diſ-owned F 
2s inen were ſatisfied in their Confſciences, and 28 it ſhovld - 
pleaſe God to let men ſee realon for their ſo doing, that foe Þ 
it might not be only called, a» Agreement, but through the 
freedome of ir, be one indeed, and receive its ſtamp of Ap- | 
pr.,bation from the Parliament,, to whom 1t was | umbly F 
ſ\bmi:ted. Hereupon thoſe other men tooke to much dif--; 
fa:istaRion,.that they forthwith printed and ſpread abrcad * 
cheir Paper, which was diffcreot from that of the Army; 
uſing all poTible meanes ro make the ſame to piſſe, but 
with how little effeQ is very well knowne, and finding by 
che Armics Application tothe Parliament, that they were 
- likely according to their duty to ſtand by and owne them 
as the fapreme Authority of the Nation, They have by all 
meanes 2flayed to vilipend and mike odious that authority 
preſenting them.to the People (in Prinred-Libels.and other- 
wiſe ) as worſe tyrants then any who were before them, (it. 
they did not anſwer every unſeaſonable & unreaſonable de- 
ſire of theirs, or corre their inſolence, & laboured likewiſe 
to divide and withdraw the Army from theirobedience and: 
to mike it-hated by the People as the prop of the. Parlia»- * 
ments ſuppoſed Tyranny, decrying it alſo as aQting tyrannis 
cally, if it.did but maintaine a juſt and neceſſary diſcipline, 
without which it is impoſſible to keepe any order at all, For 
it foure or five ſuch unlimitted and ungovern'd ſpirits can 
by themſelves and their Agents diſturbe the Peace of a Na» 
rion what wouldan, Army do if brought into the fame 
diltraRive Modell : YL 
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W hatgbeir carriage hath beene towards the Parliae 
ment ſhall not here be mentioned,but onely what they 
have praiſed toward the Army, To difaffe&t men of 
honeſty and conſcience in the Army. Thcy have ſug- 
geſted that the Parliament is unfaithfull ro their Truſt, 
unwilling to ſettle the Liberties of the Nation,mifplace 
Officers of Power and Truſt, and intend to perperuate 
themſelves, with many other ſuch like clamours, the 
produ@ onely of a ſlaunderous fpirit ; To ſuch as have 
an eye totheir Arreares and pay, they inſinuate thar the 
Parliament will not conſider their hard travecll, & ſervice, 
nor make a juit proviſton for their (arisfation. And to 
all chey have endeav ured what they can to render the 
ſcrvice of /reland either as unlawfull ( wherein they 
comply wich Popith deſignes) or exceeding difficult 
an1 {o diſcourage many, or elſe to be poſt-poned to 
their fancies of Libertie,as if the Liberties of this' Na 4 
tion could not or would not be lettled without their 
inſpeRionz and thus by applying themſelves to men of 
ſeverall affeRinns, intereſts and rempers they bave de- 
ceived and ſeduced ſome honeſt men, and fed the dif- 
contentsand ſinfull homours of-many. 

The courſe they have taken to divide the Sculdiers- 
from their officers (thereby inſnaring and precipitating 
them into unlawhall and-f1nfull engagements } hath been 
by exercifing the ſame ſpirit of fal{ſhood, to decry, rot 
onely the Lawes of Warre as tyrannica!l, but the admi= 
nitration therot-by the Councell:of Warre much-mere: 
jo. Alchoughir be an nadenyadble truchgthatin the con- 


- duct of all che Armies that ever any hiſtory did- ment: 


on, there never was ſo liztle ſeverity exerciſed by Mzr-- 

ſhall Councells, or with more tendernefſe and regret: jn 

What hath been at any time through neceflity executed: 
upon offenders, 

When they hd laid ſuch a foundation of Lies and 
FalſhooJ{whereinthey have not been inferiour,if nor- 
bezong thoſe eacmics we had lift to deale with,) and 
A3 had 


(4): 


had thereby occalioned 1o.many of Commiſſagy .Gene- 


rall /retons, and Coll; Scroopsr Regiments to revolt,and 
caſt off their Officers (an Att not tobe paraleIl'd)) and 
that their buſineſſe began to prow ro-an bead; they int 
'their Emifſiries and Agentsinto all parts ( as we have 
good intelligence) prerending from one Regimen: to 
another,that eachregiment had declared that fo by that 
Artifice they might draw each to declare, and ro the 
end they wighr nor onely confirme diſcontents in thoſe 
Regiments they had drawne into that unwarrantable 


courſe but heighten reſolution in thei- minds to ſtand FF 


itout: they reported that the Regiments waiting on 
the Generall in this ſervice were ſo diflatizfied that 
they would not (tand by him, nor ftrike a.ſtroake in this 
buſineſſe, although the Generall hath a ground cf as 
much confidence of their reſolution to venture their lives 
againſt a diſobedience of this nature, asever they did a- 
gainſt an enemy, of which they gavea ſufficient teſti» 
mony when they came to the Tryall, going en with 
as much chearfulneſle ard alacrity as they were wont 
to doe upon any other Ingagement. But by this falſhood 
and wile they had drawne in many of them, and made 
uſe of it to keep them together: To the forces in Wales, 
and the Weſt they gave aſſurances that the forces abour 
London would revolt. To thoſe about Loudon,that thoſe 
inWaler,and the Weſt would do the ſame. And to the 
Forces in the North uſed they the like Arguments, and 
nouriſhed alſo the diſtemper of the forces in the South, 
By theſe lies & boaſtings,labouring to beighten diſcon» 
rents inall places. The knowledge hereot we have alſo 
by a full atteſtation from the mouths of ſome conſcien-+ 
tious perſons who were deluded with thele vile and 
forgedpretences,and out of conſcience diſcovered, and 
fince do exceedingly lament and abominate the ſame, 
When the Lord Generall was cometo eLx/ton in 
Hampſhire,he had intelligence of the joyning of part - 
k 


=: ah dd eds 4 _ & o080924 


'e) 


(s) 


the Commiſſary Generalls, and Colonel Scyoops Regi- 
ments, making tenne Colours, and about 600 Horle, 
They having difſerted all their Commiſſion Officers 
(excepttwo or three) marched away to IHariborow, 
with intention to make what ſpeed they could to get a 
ConjunRion with Tolonell Harri/ovs Regiment. The 
Lord Generall Marched to Andover, and thence ſent 
Major White , Captain Scotten, Ca; tain Pexerel, and 
Captain Bailey, witha Letter to the Revolters, excire» 
ing their preſent returne to their obedience, with offer 
of pardon upon their ſo doing, er otherwiſe, to declare 
to them, he would endeavour to reduce them by force, 
and withall giving in charge to rhe Meficngers, tore- 
quire a preſent Reſolution and conformity thereunto, 
and letting them alfo know, that he would fend a De» 
claration immediatly after them , which is ſince publi- 
ſhed in Print, and entituled 4 Declaration from hu E x- 
celency, with the advice of bis Conncell of Warre, con- 
rorning the preſent diſtempers of part of Commiſſary Ge» 
neralt Iretons, and of Colonel Scroopes Regiments to uw#« 
dective the deluded party , and to leave theſe excuſeleſſe 
who reſuſe (upon pardon herein offered )to returne ta their 
obedience» 

The Generall intended to.abide at Andover untill he 
could receive from his ſaid Meſſengers an an{wet to his 
Meſſage and commands fent by them , which he expe- 
Red and required ſhould be returned next morning. 
But Major White and the reſt letting his- Excellency 
know, that the ſaid Troopers were marching towards 
Wartagt in order to a conjunction with Colonell Hay- 
miſons Men, His Excellency Marched the fame day 
being Sunday the thirreenth of May to Theale about 
foltire miles from Reading., and appointed the Rendez- 
vous bf his-Horſe to be next morning at Ing/efield a 
mile from thence, with purpoſe to March towards X*+ 
bingdon, to prevent if poſſible the defigned conjunQion 
with Colonell Harrs/on; men: And in the mean time, 
his 
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his Excellency baving received a Leiter fromthe Rev» 

ters, 'thatthey would be obedient. to Crder? from -his' it 
Excellency, and come under his proteRtion, His Excel- 385 
lency diſpatchr Coll. Sryoopthat night (being Saturday 

the 1 3) ro themto, make triall of their: obedience ,/ but a” 
they in: the | interim we'e- marched. from YWantogy: 

to Blagrave, where they expeRed to meete Collonell? 
Harvriſons.men,and abidjng there tar ſome time-bad the 
Acceſſion of two Colours of Horſe of that. Regiments] 

So that they became 1 3 Colours inall, beſides Collonz? 
Eres, with ſome other ſtraglers and Citizens, At-thig 
Randezvouz Collon: Scroop, found them, and here alſg} 
Major #hite,and the reſt did with faithiulrefle and has: 

neſty communicate the Generalls command offers of 
pardon and his Declaration ,but they bythe increaſe of 
number heighened in their = » continued in thei 
comempt and diſobedience, {lighting Coll: Scroop, and 

his meſlage, and preferring the-reading of their owne' 
Declaration before the Generalls, the. Leaders of them; 

and their Agents being unwilling the ſame ſhould be 
publiſhed to the reſt of the Souldiers, or the Lord Ges | 
nerals]Mefſevger ſhould have!full and free diſcousle” 

with them: or that his Excellencies. j 

ſhould be.communicated. to.any butche Agents; 

At this Place a principall perſon among them and- 
of the greaueft interelt , had two Meflages ( as be hath" 
fince ingenuouſly, and confcientiouſly confeffed) The® 
one.its tobe hoped wasbur a pretence and-flander ;tg | 
witfrom a Lord.(whoſe name we forbeare to mention} * 
thatthey ſhouid take encouragement,for be ſhould ere * 
long be ready in the head of 2000 Horſe to aſliſt theme- 
-the other was by a Gentleman who ſeemed to-.be.a 
pcrſon of quality who animatedithem» to goe' on with 
this affurance from a perſon living in London,'that they - * 
ſhould not want maney, eicher for Horſes, Armes or _ 
.other neceflaries tocarry on their buſineſle, Tl 

Jn this confidence they marched away toNew-bridge, 
| but _ 


